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TO:

ABC/IN-KY and ABC/GI
FROM:

Marc L. Kirchoff, Minister of Grants and Fundraising


RE: 

MEF Incentive Grants


DATE:

November 2009

I am pleased to announce a new initiative of Ministerial Excellence Fund.  Beginning in January and extending through calendar year 2010, the Ministerial Excellence Fund (MEF) will offer incentive grants to supplement retirement savings for our Professional Church Leaders (PCLs) whose churches are not currently providing any retirement savings benefits.  
A PCL is defined as anyone employed by a local church or ministry and serving in a paid ministry position within the ABC/IN-KY or ABC/GI Regions. Employment can be part-time or full-time.

Grant amounts up to $1,200 in 2010 are available.  Grants require a dollar-for-dollar match from the applicant’s local church.

Local churches will deposit funds directly into grantees’ Tax Deferred Annuity (TDA) account at the Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board (MMBB) up to a maximum of $1,200 for the calendar year.  Funds can be deposited at any time during the year (i.e., lump sum or periodically).  At the end of each calendar quarter, funds from the MEF will be deposited to grantees’ TDA accounts in amounts equal to those deposited by the church.

Applicants must have a TDA account established into which funds can be deposited.  Assistance in establishing an account is available upon request.
Churches may not reduce or revise budgeted compensation packages to provide funding for the matching funds.  All matching funds must be over-and-above current compensation levels.

The purpose of the grant is to enhance retirement savings.  Therefore, incentive grant recipients may not withdraw funds prior to age 59½, or for a period of 3 years if recipients are over the age of 59½.  

Applications are accepted immediately and any time during calendar year 2010. We are, however, restricting this offer to the first 100 qualified applicants.  Also, applications must be pre-approved prior to the receipt of any matching funds.   An abbreviated MEF Application Form has been developed and accompanies this memo. 
Questions should be directed to me at:  812-235-9303 or marckirchoff@abc-indiana.org
Application for Ministerial Excellence Fund Retirement Incentive Grant
	Name (Last, First, MI):

     
Date of Birth:

     
	Email Address:
     
Title: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Rev.     FORMCHECKBOX 
Dr.       FORMCHECKBOX 
Mr. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Mrs.     FORMCHECKBOX 
Miss     FORMCHECKBOX 
Ms.

	Home Address:

     
     
City         State IN     Zip      

	Home phone:

    -     -       Ext.      
Cell Phone:

    -     -       

	Spouse’s Name:

     
Date of Birth:      

	Have you discussed your application with church leaders?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

May we contact church leaders to discuss your application?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	May we contact your Area Resource Minister to discuss your application?  FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

May we share your story (anonymously) to encourage others to participate in the MEF Ministry?      FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	Name & Address of Church:

Name             
Address1       
Address2       
City       State IN  Zip      
Phone number:     -     -       
	Role:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Full-time    FORMCHECKBOX 
Part-time

# Years at Church:     
Ave. attendance:     
Annual budget:      
Ave. weekly offerings:      


	To be completed by the Ministerial Excellence Team

	Date received:


	Date Reviewed:

	Approved?     ___ Yes     ___ No


	Date:

	MEF Director’s Signature:
Marc L. Kirchoff
	Date:

	Amount of Request:  $       
 (Church must agree to provide an amount equal to the request by 12/31/2010)


Please return completed application to:  Dr. Marc L. Kirchoff, 239 S 24th St, Terre Haute, IN 47803 OR: marckirchoff@abc-indiana.org
