The Installation Service

Plan with the Search Committee, early in their process, so that the Installation Service is part of their responsibility. Work with the Search Committee to help them understand that this service is a formal and intentional service of bonding the newly called minister/staff person with the congregation.

When the minister is called, he/she, will meet with the Search Committee to make plans for the Installation Service. The area minister may be invited to participate in this planning. They will need to consider:

· the date and time; order of service; participants

· the music and who this will involve

· who will give the charge to the minister and to the congregation

· denominational representation

· publicity--pictures and newspaper articles; The Baptist Observer

· plans for the reception

Sample service:

Prelude (Could be a mini concert of 30 minutes)

Processional (The choir and other participants; seating of new minister and family)

Opening Hymn

Welcome (With a statement of purpose for the service and recognition of special guests, especially any extended family members of the person being installed, out of town guests, etc.)

Call To Worship And Invocation

Special Music

Report From The Chair Of The Search Committee (A review of their process and the steps that led them as a committee to recommend this person to come and lead. The chair could also make a motion that the church which voted the Search Committee into being now dismiss them formally. That motion is then voted upon. The Moderator would dismiss the Search Committee and recognize, with appreciation, their work.)

Hymn

Charge To The Church (Possibly a region staff person)

Special Music

Charge To The Candidate (Possibly a region staff person)

Sermon (Optional)

Installation Vows (obtain information from "Calling An American Baptist Minister")

Prayer Of Dedication (Spouse and family with the candidate)

Welcome Extended From The Wider Community (President of the local Ministerial Association, Association Moderator, Election District Representative, etc.)

Hymn

Benediction

Postlude

Reception

Note: This is one suggested order of service. Please consult "Calling A Baptist Minister" for an alternative format.
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A Covenant For Ministry

We are called to be a people of God. Being the people of God, individually and corporately called to obedience to Christ, we come together as communities of faith, as individuals in those communities, and as regions supporting those communities.

In recognition of this calling, we will seek to be obedient to Christ as we relate to one another. Accordingly, we will refrain from practices detrimental to our relationships. We will live, in the midst of this world, a transformed life consistent with biblical principles.

In recognition of our calling to be a family of believers,

We celebrate our heritage by working with and through the American Baptist Churches USA, the American Baptist Churches of Indiana and Kentucky, ____________________ Area, the ____________________ Association, and this local community of faith.

In recognition of our calling to model Christ in this world,

We will demonstrate the spirit of Christ as we unite minister, community of faith, and the larger American Baptist family in a working relationship. Our relationship will be, from beginning to end, open, honest, and caring.

In recognition of our calling to be people who are growing in Christ,

We will encourage and uphold one another in all areas of life: spiritually, physically, emotionally, intellectually, and socially.

In recognition of our calling to model reconciliation,

For the sake of our community of faith and for the sake of our community's and the larger American Baptist family's witness for Christ, we will deal redemptively and constructively with conflict.

In recognition of our calling as forgiven people,

We will exercise forgiveness and be forbearing in all of our dealings.

In recognition of our calling to commit our lives and destinies to Christ,

When we believe God to be moving us to change this relationship, we will effect that change in such a way as to carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God's word.

___________________

_____________________

____________________

Minister





Moderator


Region Staff
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