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“As the hands and feet of Christ, compelled by his love, we will do whatever it takes

to reach the lost and serve our communities and churches.”

Over 400 youth
and their leaders…
descending upon
the campus of
Franklin College;
worshipping God
and led by David
Rogers and his

band; growing in their relationship
with God and with one another;
and fanning out across the
neighborhoods of Franklin to collect

Jr. and Sr. High Youth Prepared With PrivilegeJr. and Sr. High Youth Prepared With PrivilegeJr. and Sr. High Youth Prepared With PrivilegeJr. and Sr. High Youth Prepared With PrivilegeJr. and Sr. High Youth Prepared With Privilege
and Purpose—Pand Purpose—Pand Purpose—Pand Purpose—Pand Purpose—P33333

more than 2,600 canned goods for
the Johnson County Interfaith Food
Pantry.

Kyle Witmer and Bruce Borquist
shared with the youth around the
theme scripture: “For we are God’s
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works, which God prepared
in advance for us to do.” (Eph. 2:10)
Kyle is past president of ABC-IN/KY
and pastor at Avoca Baptist Church.
Bruce serves as an International

Ministries missionary in Brazil with his
wife, Ann.

The most powerful part of the
weekend was the interactive worship
service on Saturday evening. Prayer
concerns were written and posted at
various stations around the gym and
attendees prayed for the concerns.
Following the session, the board
members spent time praying for the
concerns as well. They were visibly
moved by the magnitude of what had
been shared.

On Sunday morning, despite a
power outage, the youth wor-
shipped once again under the
leadership of David Rogers and
one of his band members on
acoustic guitar. The service ended
with communion. The youth and
their leaders went on their way,
carrying with them all that they had
experienced over the weekend.

Visit  www.abc-indiana.org/
region-ministries/american-baptist-
youth/ to view more pictures.

Kyle Witmer (L) and Bruce Borquist shared with the youth. Dave Rogers (center) and his band led in worship.

Worship was quite lively! Board members unpack and stack canned goods.

By: Phyllis Goodyear
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Awakening is an experience
designed for congregations
whose weekly worship atten-
dance is 110 or less. It consists of
seven training sessions over two
years with a group of churches
from ABC-IN/KY who will work
on church health and transforma-
tion in order to become more
effective in ministry. The first year
will lay the foundation by
exploring congregational health,
transformation and vision/mission.
In-between all sessions,
churches will work on concrete
steps to put their learning into
practice.

Churches are Invited to Awaken in 2012Churches are Invited to Awaken in 2012Churches are Invited to Awaken in 2012Churches are Invited to Awaken in 2012Churches are Invited to Awaken in 2012
Congregational Health —
Church leaders will be able to

identify several of the benefits of the
small church, be equipped to identify
and resolve the issues they face, and
outline steps for becoming a healthier
church.

Church Transformation —
Leaders will begin to understand and
introduce the change process, learn
what it means to be a missional
church, and receive tools to help their
churches make better ministry
decisions.

Vision and Mission —
Leaders will come to understand
the importance of vision for the
local church. They will return
home with a usable process for
identifying core values and
bedrock beliefs in their congre-
gation and discover their God-
given mission as a basis for
future ministries.

The second year will focus on
structure, discipleship, worship
and stewardship.

For complete information on
Awakening, visit our website at
www.abc-indiana.org/awakening

The dates for Awakening sessions will be:The dates for Awakening sessions will be:The dates for Awakening sessions will be:The dates for Awakening sessions will be:The dates for Awakening sessions will be:

2012: March 10, August 25, October 27
2013: March 2, June 15, August 24, October 26

Registration for your team is due by February 13, 2012.
Your registration fee is due any time between

February 13 and the first session.

Dr. Don Scott
Interim Executive Minister
donscott@abc-indiana.org

A new year is here already! With
the dawning of 2012, there is much in
the ABC-IN/KY region to look forward
to with enthusiasm and positive
anticipation. For instance, we believe
that a new executive minister will join
us this year. As we anticipate new
leadership in our Region, let’s
continue to pray with thanksgiving for
the Search Committee and their work
on behalf of all of us. When the new
executive minister joins us, let us
welcome that person as a partner into
our churches, common ministries, and
into our hearts.

Our new Region emphasis titled
Awakening will begin in earnest in

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

March of 2012. Like its predecessors
such as “Church Alive” and “Church
Alive-Next Generation,” Awakening
has the potential to make a huge
positive impact on participating
churches. Aimed primarily at the 70%
of our Region’s congregations with an
average worship attendance of fewer
than 110, Awakening will offer rich
opportunities for learning and growth.
The key, of course, is participation. I
encourage you not to sit on the
sidelines and maintain the status quo.
Instead, dare to step out of the boat as
Peter did in Matthew 14 and give
Awakening a chance to be the tool
that God will use to enrich your

congregation and its outreach.
Along with the many activities taking

place in 2012, it is worth noting that
our Region’s Biennial Meeting will be
held on October 5-6 at Columbus
FBC. Using the theme “Awakening,”
a wonderful planning team is putting
together an event that I believe, will
be truly outstanding. Mark your
calendar now and plan to join us!

As we anticipate what promises to
be a wonderful year, I want to say
that it remains a privilege for me to
serve with you in ministry and I wish
each of you a very happy and faith-
filled New Year. God Bless!



PAGE 3

Please mark your calendars for the
State ABW officers retreat being held
on March 16-17, 2012 at the beautiful
Hotel Nashville. In the midst of our
busy schedules, it is very important to
take time to relax, renew, and
revitalize. During the Officers Retreat,
State Officers will share information,
plans will be made for the year, and
we will be spiritually reminded of why
we serve. Every year contains new
possibilities. This time of retreat helps
us focus on how we are being
molded by the potter’s hands to do his
work this year.

Also, please remind the ladies in
your church and association of the
summer conference which will be held
on June 8-10, 2012. Remember
when all the ladies wore hats to
church? Summer conference will
provide the chance to do so once
again! Bring an old hat, make a funny
hat, or buy a new hat to wear on
Saturday during the conference.
Whatever you do, don’t keep the
conference dates under your hat!
Share these dates with every lady in
your church and association and
encourage them to attend.

It has been a year now since
Kihomi Ngwemi, ABC missionary to
Haiti, asked the ABW to help provide
funds for health education and
cholera prevention.  This request was
the impetus to begin a new thrust for
ministry to women and girls. The
needs for extra funding for special
projects are never-ending, and the
ABW feel they have come up with a
solution for frequently asking for extra
offerings. In the past, monies used to
be sent to Leadership Development,
Refit, AB GIRLS ministry, and other
national projects, such as Break the
Chains. These are now part of the
Women and Girls Mission Fund
(WGMF). One can still send funds
designated for the individual
ministries. However, all undesignated
funds will go into the WGMF to be
used as the need arises. How can
this fund be supported?  It was
decided at the national board meeting
in October of 2011, to designate the
month of January as a time to hold
fund-raising events in local churches.
Through these fundraising events, the
ABW are looking forward to having
the funds available so that when a
very real need arises, the ABW is
able to meet that need. There are
informational brochures available for
anyone upon request. Please email
Jane Moore at
jim.jan.moore@sbcglobal.net or call
765-621-7477.

Human trafficking is an issue
around the world. We hear about
child brothels in Thailand and brick
kilns in India, but human trafficking is
an issue that also affects many “in our
own backyard”.

With Indianapolis holding the Super
Bowl in 2012, this issue will be in our
backyard! Women and children are
routinely brought into areas hosting
big events that cater to a primarily
male population, and there is no
bigger event than football’s Super
Bowl. Spending in the locale hosting
the event can range from $150 million
to the record-setting $195 million
spent during the Super Bowl played

Attention ABWAttention ABWAttention ABWAttention ABWAttention ABW
AssociationAssociationAssociationAssociationAssociation
Presidents andPresidents andPresidents andPresidents andPresidents and
State Officers!State Officers!State Officers!State Officers!State Officers!

ABW WomenABW WomenABW WomenABW WomenABW Women
and Girlsand Girlsand Girlsand Girlsand Girls
Mission FundMission FundMission FundMission FundMission Fund

By: Becky Pohle, Personal
Development Coordinator

By: Janet Moore, Geographical
Coordinator

Raising Awareness inRaising Awareness inRaising Awareness inRaising Awareness inRaising Awareness in
Indianapolis and BeyondIndianapolis and BeyondIndianapolis and BeyondIndianapolis and BeyondIndianapolis and Beyond

in South Florida in 2007.
Has your heart been touched by

the ABW Break the Chains
emphasis? Do you want to
continue to make people aware of
the issue of human trafficking? ABW
Ministries of Indiana has an
opportunity to sponsor a Bill Board
concerning this issue during the
Indianapolis Super Bowl
2012.(See picture above)

Donations can be sent to the
State Treasurer, Carolyn Porter at
6317 Turner Drive, Clayton, IN
46118. Contact Robin at 812-988-
2808 or ronolin@indiana.edu with
questions.

 2012 AB Girls 2012 AB Girls 2012 AB Girls 2012 AB Girls 2012 AB Girls
 Joy Jamboree Joy Jamboree Joy Jamboree Joy Jamboree Joy Jamboree
     May 4-5     May 4-5     May 4-5     May 4-5     May 4-5

All girls in grades 3-5All girls in grades 3-5All girls in grades 3-5All girls in grades 3-5All girls in grades 3-5
are invited to attend theare invited to attend theare invited to attend theare invited to attend theare invited to attend the

2012 Joy Jamboree2012 Joy Jamboree2012 Joy Jamboree2012 Joy Jamboree2012 Joy Jamboree
at Anderson FBC.at Anderson FBC.at Anderson FBC.at Anderson FBC.at Anderson FBC.

Registration forms are available by emailing
a request to musicjk@ymail.com or

abgirls@ymail.com. Forms are also available
for download at www.abc-indiana.org

Reminder: All girls are invited, so ask your friends!

2012 Observer Article2012 Observer Article2012 Observer Article2012 Observer Article2012 Observer Article
Submission DeadlinesSubmission DeadlinesSubmission DeadlinesSubmission DeadlinesSubmission Deadlines

ARTICLES DUE
February 3

April 6
June 8

August 10
October 12

December 7, 2012

ISSUE DATE
March/April
May/June

July/August
September/October

November/December
January/February ‘13
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On Sunday, September 11,
2011, the town of Amo along
with the community churches -
Amo Friends, Amo FB, and the
United Methodist Church of
Amo held a 9/11 lunch and
Service of Remembrance. First
Responders, which included
Fire Department personnel, Law
Enforcement officers, active
Military and Veterans, were
honored. Each person honored
was given a certificate of
appreciation as well as a small patriotic
bag with some mementos and treats.
The congregation of Amo FBC feels
blessed by the town’s First Responders
and Military, both active and Veterans!

 Pastors representing the churches
participated in the service by reminding
those present of some of the events of
9/11 and giving words of hope and
inspiration. A community choir sang
GOD BLESS THE USA and a solo

On Sunday, November 20, 2011, 100
people attended the Amo Thanksgiving
Community Service. A variety of special
music from Sandy Boswell of the Friends
Church, the United Methodist Praise
Choir led by Cindy Torrance and Pat Nye
Miller to our own, Joyce Nye White of
FBC, blessed those in attendance. 
Pastors from the community including,
Shelly Zook, Mike Torrance and Larry
Boswell participated in the service by
providing prayer, a responsive reading
and the children’s message. Emma Cline
of the Baptist Church read scripture, and

Service Of Remembrance Held in Amo

Pictured are those who have served with
the Fire Department

titled LAST CALL was performed by one
the Amo FBC church members.

The community of Amo gives
THANKS and PRAISE to GOD for each
of the First Responders who currently or
have in the past put their lives on the line
for them!

Community of Amo Celebrates Thanksgiving
Dr. Jim Walter brought the message. 

No Thanksgiving Community
Service would be complete without a
meal to share. Plenty of turkey and lots
of delicious side dishes and desserts
were served. Thanks to all who
attended, participated in the service and
provided the food. What a testimony to
the community! A special THANK
YOU to all the children from the
community churches and Mill Creek
West Elementary who drew pictures
depicting what they are thankful for.

Oak Grove BC Enjoys Basement Remodel
Oak Grove BC celebrated the

remodel of their basement on October
9, 2011 with a dedication and open
house.

Pastor Al Brown gave the morning
service and dedication. The Grace Trio
from Indianapolis provided special
music. A pitch-in dinner was held on
the day of dedication and enjoyed by
all.

“The Dungeon” has been transformed
into a bright, cheerful, carpeted, warm and
comfortable place for the young people
appropriately named the “Sonshine
Room”.

The Lord has truly been blessing Oak
Grove BC. With guidance, faith and
prayer through Jesus Christ, Oak Grove
BC will continue to share His words of
love, grace, and salvation.

In November of 2011, Clayton FBC
enjoyed serving as a Relay Center for the
outreach program Operation Christmas
Child. Churches and individuals left their
gift-filled shoeboxes at Clayton FBC
where they were tallied and loaded into
special cartons for delivery to a collection
center in Indianapolis. Clayton FBC
collected  427 shoeboxes, including 124
that were donated by Clayton FBC. The
boxes were delivered to a semi-trailer at
the collection center where they were
added to approximately 8,000 additional
boxes from other relay centers. Then,
everything was transported to a
processing center in Boone, North
Carolina. The members of Clayton FBC
were truly blessed to assist with Operation
Christmas Child and its ministry to some

Clayton FBC Assists Operation Christmas Child

of the world’s poorest children.
To introduce the children to Jesus,
discipleship books written in the native
language of each child will be given
with every shoebox gift. The goal of the
discipleship program is to teach the
children that the love of Jesus is the
greatest gift of all. 

In July 2001, ABC-IN/KY celebrated
the planting of a new church in Westfield
— The Journey Church. This summer, the
congregation celebrated its 10th
anniversary under the leadership of Pastor
Paul Albrecht. It is estimated that over the
10 years, the church has ministered to
more than 200 people in the Westfield area
and has baptized about 50 people into the
faith. The church continues a strong
ministry built upon a foundation of
contemporary music, mission-minded
small groups, social concern, and Spirit-
filled worship.

This past August, Brad Humphrey, a
young man living in Indianapolis, was
paralyzed in the stage collapse at the State
Fair. As a result of the accident, Brad is
confined to a wheelchair and his home had
to be remodeled to accommodate his new
lifestyle.

 Phil Gettum, a member of The Journey
Church and our ABC witness in Westfield,
owns a remodeling company. At the
suggestion of another Journey Church
member, Phil agreed to remodel Brad’s
home as a “Good Samaritan” project. This
was estimated to be a $70,000 job! With

his own workers volunteering time, and
with other organizations donating materials,
Phil designed a plan to remake Brad’s
home. On Tuesday October 11, Phil was
featured in a news piece on Channel 8 TV
in Indianapolis. When asked what he
needed, Phil said, “Prayer.” Indeed our
prayers were with Phil as he and his
company worked hard to create a fully
accessible bedroom, a user-friendly
kitchen, and new flooring. The hands and
feet of Jesus were at work in Brad’s life.

  

The Journey Church Celebrates Anniversary and a Continuing Heart for Mission



SOUTHEAST AREASOUTHEAST AREASOUTHEAST AREASOUTHEAST AREASOUTHEAST AREA

PAGE 5

McDoel BC called
Dan Yeager as pastor on
June 12, 2011. The
church search committee
met Dan at the Face to
Face event in February.
He was installed as
pastor on October 23. Dr.
Don Scott presented the
message. Both the choir and the bell
choir performed during the service as
well.

Pastor Yeager is mission oriented
and he encourages the congregation to
focus on their spiritual gifts so they may
carry out the mission of McDoel. Dan
and the congregation shared their heart
for mission when they agreed to invite
Martha House, a homeless shelter
nearby, for an “After Thanksgiving”
dinner held later in the year.    

Dan also travels central Indiana as a
mobility specialist assisting people to

McDoel BC Calls Dan Yeager as Pastor

acquire motorized wheelchairs. His
wife, Cheryl is employed as a nurse in
New Castle. They have 3 adult sons
who reside in Illinois. Dan plays the
flute and joins the worship team and as
they lead praise songs.

McDoel BC feels blessed that Dan
and Cheryl have been called by God
to serve with them.  

The young people of Bethel BC (Owen
County) are participating in the Penny
Project, the Children in Poverty initiative
of the National American Baptist Churches
Ministries.

The “Penny Project Missionaries” are
collecting pennies in an effort to help reach
the nationwide goal of 14 million pennies
which represents the estimated number of
children suffering in poverty in the United
States and Puerto Rico.

Each Sunday during the Mission
Moment, the Penny Project Missionaries
add the new pennies to those already
collected. To date, 29,947 pennies have
been collected.

Pennies came “rolling in” following a
news article that appeared in a local
newspaper. One family contributed

WEST CENTRAL AREAWEST CENTRAL AREAWEST CENTRAL AREAWEST CENTRAL AREAWEST CENTRAL AREA
Bethel BC Youth
Participate in National
Penny Project

pennies they had been saving for nine
years, while another family contributed
more than 20 pounds of pennies.
Pennies were contributed to Bethel
Church instead of being deposited in the
bank as well.

When the nationwide goal is
reached, the pennies will be donated to
local food pantries, homeless shelters,
and other similar organizations at the
local level.

Two SE Area Churches HoldTwo SE Area Churches HoldTwo SE Area Churches HoldTwo SE Area Churches HoldTwo SE Area Churches Hold
“Trunk or “Treat as Community“Trunk or “Treat as Community“Trunk or “Treat as Community“Trunk or “Treat as Community“Trunk or “Treat as Community
OutreachOutreachOutreachOutreachOutreach

Osgood BC
In October of 2011, Osgood FBC

held the third annual “Trunk or Treat”.
The women from the ABW organized
the event. There were approximately
fifteen cars “decked out” for the
occasion. Young people from the ABY
distributed hot-dogs, cider, hot chocolate
and coffee while church members
passed out tracts. It is estimated that
approximately 1000 attended this
community celebration. God is so
good!

On a chilly Halloween
evening in 2011, Columbus
FBC hosted “Trunk or Treat”.
Several of the members drove
their vehicles to the church
parking lot, decorated the
“trunks” and distributed candy to
the neighborhood children. Hot
drinks were provided along with
games for the children’s
entertainment.

Columbus FBC

  During the November meeting, the
Shiloh Baptist Jr. Bible Study kids held a
Pack-A-Shoe Box Party for Operation
Christmas Child. The twenty-two shoe
boxes were brightly wrapped in
Christmas paper and filled to the top that
evening. 

On Sunday, November 13th, church
members brought in their shoe boxes,

Shiloh BC Youth Share the Love of Jesus
Through Operation Christmas Child

making a total 57 filled shoe boxes that
will be shipped to children so they will
experience the joy of Christmas.

Supporting Operation Christmas
Child offers the opportunity to touch the
lives of boys and girls less fortunate
and to share the love of Jesus Christ
thru each shoe box.

Dan & Cheryl Yeager are pictured here
with Don Scott (L)

On November 13, 2011 Memorial BC
in Columbus installed two of their own into
bi-vocational ministry roles. Carolyn Pool
began service on November 1 as Minister
to Children, joined by Crystal Miller
serving as Minister to Youth.

“Crystal and Carolyn bring quality
ministry experience and strong convic-
tions to these roles,” says Pastor Jimmy
Collins. “They have caring hearts and are
determined to see our children and youth
grow deeper in their walks with Christ.”

Before coming to Memorial, Carolyn

Memorial BC Installs Two
Into Bi-Vocational Ministry

was active for many years in youth and
children’s leadership. Crystal grew up at
Memorial and has been active in service
and leadership. Memorial intends to enroll
both women in CLI.
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A Grand Celebration was held at South
Bend FBC in September of 2011! It all
started on September 14, 1836, when 8
residents of the young state of Indiana
organized to become the First Baptist
Church of South Bend. On a day befitting a
grand celebration, 175 years later, the
congregation, community and region
celebrated the long standing mission and
commitment to its community, state, nation
and world! The celebration
began on the evening of September 10th

with a dinner on the lawn and then continued in full-force September 11, 2011. Over
200 people in attendance enjoyed a service led by Pastor Janell Bloem and members

of the church who served as clergy, were
children of past clergy, or those who were
called to serve as clergy elsewhwere.
Representing ABC-IN/KY were Don Scott
and Jim Walter. Those in attendance also
enjoyed a fabulous and uplifting message
by Dr. Jerry Cain, President of Judson
University. May we all say, in the words
of Dr. Cain,
“HappyDemisemiseptacentennial FBC
South Bend!”

South Bend FBC Celebrates 175South Bend FBC Celebrates 175South Bend FBC Celebrates 175South Bend FBC Celebrates 175South Bend FBC Celebrates 175
Year AnniversaryYear AnniversaryYear AnniversaryYear AnniversaryYear Anniversary

Pastor Janell Bloem leads the service

Dr. Jerry Cain brings an uplifting message

Indian Creek Baptist Camp
Hosts Young Women’s
Retreat
February 10-12, 2012
Being a Proverbs 31 Woman
Through Proverbs 31, God tells us
how He wants us to look, act and
dress. Come spend the weekend with other young women
and let’s talk about how to become a Proverbs 31 woman!

For more details and a registration form go to:
www.campindiancreek.com

During the week of
December 5-8, 2011,
the camp managers of
the three Baptist camps
in Indiana attended
Engage 2011 held by
Christian Camp and
Conference Association
(CCCA) National
Conference at
Ridgecrest Conference
Center in Ashville,
North Carolina.

Those attending were Don and Sarah
Snyder, co-managers of Southeastern
Baptist Youth Camp in Westport,
(Southeastern is owned by Associations
and Churches of Southeast Indiana);
Rebecca Scott, manager at Tippecanoe
Baptist Camp in North Webster; Jordan
Morris, manager at Indian Creek Baptist
Camp in Bedford, (Tippy and Indian
Creek are owned by ABC-IN/KY); and
Mike Wilson, Executive Director of ABC-
IN camps. This was the first time for
everyone to attend the CCCA Confer-
ence. Rebecca Scott will be the incoming
president of the CCCA Indiana Section.
Don and Sarah serve on the Board of the
Indiana CCCA.

The Conference featured speakers from
all over the United States and several
countries. The keynote speaker was
Michael Flaherty, President and Founder
of Walden Media.  Michael has produced
a number of films including Charlotte’s
Web, Bridge to Tarabithia and Journey to
the Center of the Earth. He spoke of the
power of the story and how to engage
guests (campers). Michael demonstrated
how the world and hearts are changed
through stories, such as those we
experience through camping.

 Peter Reid, the principal of Torchbearer
Bible School in Bodenseehof, Germany
led worship services each morning and
evening. He offered words of hope and

CCCA Conference ReportCCCA Conference ReportCCCA Conference ReportCCCA Conference ReportCCCA Conference Report

encouragement to nearly 600 camp
managers at the conference.

Track seminars were offered in Camp
Leadership, Human Resources,
Program Development, Site and
Facilities, and Legal Issues. Over 70
exhibitors with innovative and
resourceful products were available to
offer products that help to make camps
more effective and efficient. The exhibits
covered products from Camp Insurance
to Camp Registration Software;
Foodservice to Fundraising; and apparel
to tents.

The managers were able to attend due
to a grant from The Ministerial Excel-
lence Fund and funding from ABC-IN/
KY.  Everyone felt it was a great
experience and the time spent travelling
together was valuable in creating a good
relationship among the camps as well as
throughout the country.  Every one came
home filled with ideas amid the realization
that they are not competing for campers,
but that all are engaged in creating a
Christian experience for the children. The
camp managers can’t wait for the 2012
camping season and are certainly ready
to go to San Diego for the 2012 Strong
and Courageous CCCA Conference.

Dear Bedford,
 I’m sure you will be busy with the

activities coming soon to your camp.
Rebecca and I are busy preparing for

the Senior and Junior High Winter Camps
coming in December and January. Our
website: www.camptippy.org has a lot of
information and registration forms for the
Winter Camps. I sure do hope that lots of
young people will come to the camp for the

winter retreats!
I am really looking forward to the

“Mom’s Getaway”. It is going to be held
on April 16-18, 2012. You know what that
means, don’t you? Spring will be here! It
also means that the kids will be returning
soon after for summer camps. YAHOO!

Rebecca works really hard to get the
camp ready for summer and I know that
Jordan and Mindy do too. I think people

should give the camps a call to see what
their congregation or small group can do to
help with the preparation. Camp Tippy’s
phone number is: 574-834-4184, and
Indian Creek’s number is: 812-279-2161.

Well Bedford, I hope you had a
wonderful Christmas. I’m thrilled with my
new scratchin’ post!

             Take care, Webster

Chats with the Camp Cats!
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Getting BackGetting BackGetting BackGetting BackGetting Back
to Our Rootsto Our Rootsto Our Rootsto Our Rootsto Our Roots
By: Ruth Proctor

A quick look through photos from my
various vacations would verify that I am
fascinated with tree roots. There are
pictures of the large exposed roots of fig
trees in central California that are big
enough to form little houses for small
children to play in. There are pictures of
the roots of trees along the rugged
shoreline of Door County, Wisconsin.
These roots appear to be the only thread-
like tethers keeping these scraggly trees
from falling into Lake Michigan.

Roots provide nourishment, bringing the
life sustaining nutrients, oxygen and water
from the ground to the rest of the tree. The
root system stores food reserves and can
be four to seven times larger than the
tree’s visible crown. Roots offer stability
and support and enable the tree to stand
strong in the face of adverse weather.
Without healthy roots, trees cannot
survive.

Discipleship is to the Christian what

roots are to the tree. Both the learning and
the serving aspects of discipleship feed
and encourage us, giving us what we
need to grow in our faith. That growth then
becomes a reserve for us, an anchor,
enabling us to be both firm and flexible as
we face life’s challenges. The larger our
“root system”, the more Christ is visible in
our lives. Discipleship is crucial to our
Christian life.

Discipleship Partners Network is
available to assist the local church in the
many areas of discipleship. We are
currently in the process of planning for
additional ways that we may be of
service. You may contact Ruth Proctor at
proctor606@frontier.com or at 260-493-
1694 for more information.

Even the rain was unable to
dampen the spirits of almost two
hundred senior adults who gathered at
Seymour FBC for a day of fellowship
and inspiration! Favorite hymns were
led by Stephen Lee and accompanied
by Gwen Hardin. Warm greetings from
Don Scott and Indian Creek Camp
Manager, Jordan Morris, preceded
stimulating devotions by Pastor Bruce
Cochran of the host church. Local
musicians Jeanne Nichols and
Shannan Silver added inspiration with
their musical selections. 

Curiosity was aroused by Lori
Keith, who showed and explained her
antique sock-knitting
machine. Products of these machines
kept many soldiers’ feet warm during
World Wars I & II. Those in attendance
were informed of the interesting history
of First Baptist Church and the
surrounding Jackson County
area. Martha McIntire told how the
church had helped to tone down the

Senior Adult Day - Oct. 2011Senior Adult Day - Oct. 2011Senior Adult Day - Oct. 2011Senior Adult Day - Oct. 2011Senior Adult Day - Oct. 2011
By: Bob Hammond

lawless nature of the
area in the early
Nineteenth Century.

Of real practical
help to older adults
was the presentation
on scams and identity
theft by Michelle
Mayer from the office
of the Attorney
General. She
presented information
and resources to
protect potential victims

of attempts by scammers and fraudsters to
separate people from their money through
devious schemes.

Attendees enjoyed a tasty luncheon of
soup and sandwiches followed by home-
made cobblers for dessert.

The principal afternoon program was a
delightful visit to the State Fair.  “Lasting
Impressions,” a group of talented senior
adults from the Mill Race Center in
Columbus, dressed in a variety of
costumes, sang their way through a list of
comic songs geared to the fair
attractions. There was a carousel, a
milking demonstration, cotton candy
vendor, and other bright attractions. They
closed their program with a series of
inspiring and uplifting spiritual songs.

All who attended went home with the
feeling that the day was well spent and
filled with thoughts of anticipation for the
next Senior Adult Day to be hosted by the
Crawfordsville FBC on Thursday, April
12, 2012.

Shannon Silver adds inspiration
with her music

“Lasting Impressions” sing their way thorugh the State Fair!

The Baptist Student Foundation
at Purdue is happy to announce
that the Rev. Dr. Joseph Huse
joined our staff as Director of
Mission Advancement  on
September 1, 2011.

Dr. Huse brings a wealth of
experience and expertise.  He
has been a pastor in several
churches over the years, served
as director of a regional
conference center, worked as an
agent for Cooperative Extension Service, and held positions with ABC-GI and with
the American Baptist Foundation. 

Dr. Joseph Huse Joins BaptistDr. Joseph Huse Joins BaptistDr. Joseph Huse Joins BaptistDr. Joseph Huse Joins BaptistDr. Joseph Huse Joins Baptist
Student Foundation StaffStudent Foundation StaffStudent Foundation StaffStudent Foundation StaffStudent Foundation Staff

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!

Mark your calendars now forMark your calendars now forMark your calendars now forMark your calendars now forMark your calendars now for
the 2012 Region Biennialthe 2012 Region Biennialthe 2012 Region Biennialthe 2012 Region Biennialthe 2012 Region Biennial

October 5-6October 5-6October 5-6October 5-6October 5-6
Columbus FBCColumbus FBCColumbus FBCColumbus FBCColumbus FBC



Non Profit Org.
US POSTAGE

PAID
Indianapolis, IN
Permit No. 8457

Indiana Baptist Convention
AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES
OF INDIANA AND KENTUCKY
1350 N. Delaware St.
Indianapolis, IN 46202-2493

PAGE 8

2012 SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULES2012 SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULES2012 SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULES2012 SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULES2012 SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULES
Tippecanoe Baptist CampTippecanoe Baptist CampTippecanoe Baptist CampTippecanoe Baptist CampTippecanoe Baptist Camp
Camp Grade Date Cost
Explorer 2nd-3rd June 10-14 $180
Leadership 8th-11th June 10-16 $255
1st Timers K-1st June 15-16 $  65
Trailblazer 5th-6th June 17-23 $250
Multimedia, Music, Art,Drama 7th-12th June 24-30 $250
Outdoor Adventure 7th-8th June 24-30 $255
Sr. High-Aqua 9th-’12 Grads July 8-14 $255
Challenge 7th-8th July 15-21 $250
Discovery 3rd-4th July 22-28 $250
NEW: College College Students August 3-5 $80

Indian Creek Baptist CampIndian Creek Baptist CampIndian Creek Baptist CampIndian Creek Baptist CampIndian Creek Baptist Camp
Camp Grade Date Cost
Young Adult College Fr.-25 yrs.    TBD                 $ 75.00
Backpacking A,B,C Ages based on camp  TBD                $250.00
Teen 9th-10th June 10-16               $235.00
Explorer 2nd-3rd June 17-19               $110.00
Discovery A 3rd-4th June 20-23               $135.00
Sr. High 11th-’12 Grads June 24-30               $235.00
Special Persons 16 and up July 1-5                    $165.00
First Timers K-1st July 6-7                    $ 70.00
Challenge 6th-8th July 8-14                  $235.00
Focus 6th-9th July 15-21                $235.00
Discovery B 4th-5th July 22-26                $165.00

Be sure to check out our monthly e-newsletter titledBe sure to check out our monthly e-newsletter titledBe sure to check out our monthly e-newsletter titledBe sure to check out our monthly e-newsletter titledBe sure to check out our monthly e-newsletter titled
Observations. It includes information regarding upcomingObservations. It includes information regarding upcomingObservations. It includes information regarding upcomingObservations. It includes information regarding upcomingObservations. It includes information regarding upcoming

events as well as current news and notes with links toevents as well as current news and notes with links toevents as well as current news and notes with links toevents as well as current news and notes with links toevents as well as current news and notes with links to
registration forms and details pertaining to the events.registration forms and details pertaining to the events.registration forms and details pertaining to the events.registration forms and details pertaining to the events.registration forms and details pertaining to the events.

You can sign-up to receive Observations by going to the region website at: www.abc-indiana.org
and typing in your email address in the space provided on the front page. Don’t miss out on an easy way to stay informed

 of all the activities and events happening in the ABC-IN/KY region!


