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The invitation went out across the nation last year to come and see God’s 

mission in Chile. In April and May they came, from all over. Pastor Lee 

Riggs prepared and guided a group of fine folks from S.C., Indiana, 

Pennsylvania, and Colorado. 

 

Before they left for their airports to rendezvous in Atlanta, a volcano 

erupted four hours south of Temuco. For our first time in this country 

with more than 80 active volcanoes, a group’s itinerary was disrupted. 

Their flights were canceled twice, waiting for the ashes to disperse.  

The invitation was to “Come and see!” 

Albeit it three days behind schedule, 

they came, they saw, and they loved, 

and were loved by, Chile. 

In about ten days they experienced 

seven or more facets of God’s mission 

here in Chile, along with great 

hospitality and fellowship. The first 

stop was in Coronel, the church where 

Miguel Sandoval and his members are 

doing Christ-like presence and service. 

Miguel was the one pastor during the 

earthquake relief efforts in 2010-2013 

who really caught the vision of becoming a missional church. We visited 

Tubul, the coastal fishing village where Miguel still ministers. Then they 

visited a settlement of homeless people in Coronel where the church is 

also ministering.  In Temuco the group participated in a Girls’ Clubs 

event with some of the local clubs and their mentors. They provided 200 

t-shirts for a tie-dying project that delighted everyone. The girls talked 

about the lives of two Christian examples of courage with their mentors. 

Then the group toured a local Christian school that has implemented the 

Girls’ Club curriculum project. 

 

One particular delight for the 

group was visiting two of the 

cooperatives Barb started 

several years ago. First, outside 

Temuco, we visited the group 

in Repocura. Then, 

southward to Lanco, we 

stopped at the church where a 

women’s cooperative that Barb 

started several years ago now functions independently. Women from the 

neighborhood and the church displayed the products they spin and knit 

from local wool sources, and told how the project brings them both 

dignity and income. 

As always, the Mapuche church in Curihue received them like family. In 

all these years, we’ve never had a group that stayed in Mapuche homes 

that didn’t say it was the most unforgettable part of the trip. The settings, 

the people, and the food, -- you’ll just have to come and see. 

 

We couldn’t let them leave 

without getting close to the bees. 

Pastor Tomas Vivanco delighted 

them with his passion for 

beekeeping and his love for new 

beekeepers. 

 

 

 

From Santiago, we took a bus out to the mountains to see the 

convention’s camp. The 

group said hearing the 

dreams of Pastors Ismael 

and Juan Pablo for 

ministering to at-risk city 

kids, and imagining what 

might develop there was 

the capstone experience 

of the trip. It made the 

harrowing, “never 

again,” subway ride at morning rush hour in Santiago worth it all! Their 

only regret? They never got to see the volcano on a clear day! One more 

reason to “Come back, and see.” 


