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By now most of you know that we are safe and unaffected by the 

powerful earthquake and subsequent tsunami on September 16.  

We appreciate the concern expressed almost immediately. Many people 

far, far north of us were having a rougher time of it than us.  

We live about 700 miles south of the epicenter. Our partner convention 

does not have churches in that area about four hours north of Santiago. 

Many friends in Santiago, though, have been living with the aftershocks 

that continue for weeks after an earthquake like this. 

The damage from the tsunami resulting from the earthquake is grave. 

However, unlike the earthquake and tsunami of 2010, the damage was 

limited to that region.  

Assessments and final tallies are changing but here is the most accurate 

information about the damages:  14 dead, 2 -3 disappeared, 1,000 homes 

destroyed, many more damaged, but repairable. Most of the homes 

destroyed were old adobe structures, or else those close to the shore. 

This earthquake released four times less energy than the earthquake of 

2010. 

So, how does Chile withstand three major (8.4, 8.2, 8.8) earthquakes, 

not to mention two volcanic eruptions, in five years and keep on 

going? There was a 7.4 earthquake in this period, but Chileans do not 

consider anything under 8.0 to be a real earthquake. Those are “tremors.” 

Seriously. Of course, they’ll wink when saying that. 

This is a country that has big earthquakes every three to five years, not 

separated by decades or centuries. They live with them and have 

prepared for them in these ways: 

1. Early evacuation system: Along the shore, people know to evacuate 

to higher ground immediately after an earthquake, and they rehearse 

throughout the year. 

2. Tsunami alert system continuously improving:  Tsunami detection 

instruments can now predict within four minutes after an earthquake if 

there will be tsunamis, when the “train of waves” will hit the shore, and 

how high they will be. 

3. Chile has the best earthquake resistant construction standards in 

the world- flexible, resistant, energy-dissipating structures, doing soil 

studies before design. 

4. Because earthquakes occur so frequently, seismologists and engineers 

have more opportunities to study and make improvements. 

I think there are some lessons applicable to our spiritual lives here, 

wouldn’t you agree? 

Volunteerism- In the aftermath of the earthquake and tsunami, more 

than 500 volunteers from the area have been working to remove rubble, 

and clean up streets and buildings where tsunami waves entered.  

 

This past weekend our own Emergency Relief Network of Baptist Men  

helped a church that must move to a different site in the same block. We 

are disassembling one small church building and re-assembling it on 

another small site. We never cease to be amazed at the ingenuity of 

Chileans. 

 

To sign up for the Bolicks’ e-mail newsletter please write them at: 

dwight.bolick@internationalministries.org. Or visit their page on the 

International Ministries website: 

http://internationalministries.org/teams/49-bolick. 
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