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After we mentioned a new type of beehive in our August newsletter 

many people expressed interest in the well-beeing of the bee and the 

beekeeping project.  

Our purpose is to help men and women discover a sustainable livelihood 

by providing access to beekeeping training and practice. Beekeeping is 

an economic activity that, when separated from what is good for the bees 

and the planet, as well as what is economically feasible, only ends in 

problems.   

Sustainable beekeeping training practices have a place in our missiology. 

Just look at these two excerpts from International Ministries’ 

forthcoming vision and strategy statement, Responding to the Call: 

“The narrative of Scripture and, most especially, Jesus himself reveal 

that God’s mission is nothing less than the healing, reconciliation, 

liberation and salvation of all of creation (2 Corinthians 5:19; 

Ephesians 1:9-10).” 

“International Ministries will promote care for God’s creation through 

improved agricultural practices, promoting the use of renewable 

resources and environmental stewardship.” 
 

And this is where top-bar 

hives come in. But first, some 

background. 

 

The modern, I daresay, 

industrialized way of 

beekeeping uses rectangular 

boxes with moveable frames of 

honeycomb. The bees lay eggs, 

store pollen and nectar in the 

combs. They draw out the wax, transform the nectar into honey, and cap 

each cell with wax. More of these boxes are added, where the bees store 

more honey. These boxes, full of honey, can weigh from 60 – 100 lbs., 

which is why many beekeepers have back problems. And, to combat the 

bees’ main plague, a parasitic mite, beekeepers apply a chemical 

treatment, or use non-toxic alternatives. 

 

Because of its’ efficiency, we will keep using these hives, but we are 

learning to do it without dependence on the chemical treatment for the 

mites. It can be done.  

 

But the disadvantages, for our Mapuche beekeepers, and from the 

program’s perspective are:  the high cost of growth and obtaining more 

materials, the complexity of hive management, and the heavy lifting. 

Bees don’t live like this naturally, either 

 

Top-bar hives are 

simpler, less 

expensive, and more 

like the way bees live 

and survive in nature. 

The box is long, with 

diagonal sides. The 

bees build their own 

comb from top-bars 

placed across the top. 

Bees naturally build 

comb in deep catenary curves, not in squares. Bees naturally build 

different cell sizes for worker bees, and drones. The modern boxes force 

them to build uniform sized cells.  

 

The management is much simpler. The harvest is done by crushing and 

straining the comb. We do not need to buy extractors, more boxes, and 

materials. And I believe the bees are happier, because we do not disturb 

them as much in order to inspect the hives. 

 

The top-bar method can produce an adequate harvest, but the emphasis is 

on the health of the bees, not on production at all cost.  Pray for us as we 

do trials with the top-bar hives and introduce them to select beekeepers.  
 

 

To sign up for the Bolicks’ e-mail newsletter please write them at: 

dwight.bolick@internationalministries.org. Or visit their page on the 

International Ministries website: http://internationalministries.org/teams/49-

bolick. 


