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So far this year twelve churches in rural areas surrounding Temuco 

have been burned. Ten are Catholic, and two are evangelical 

(Protestant). Those who do this usually leave pamphlets behind 

saying things to the effect of, “Get out, churches. You are 

accomplices in our oppression and loss of land and culture.” Most 

of these churches have been burned since January in response to 

recent police actions. 

 

The Chilean state recognizes its debt with the Mapuche people, to 

rectify historic injustices and return lands to Mapuche 

communities. While most Mapuche people support this, there is 

not one political group that all Mapuche agree upon to represent 

them, and the demand for autonomy remains undefined. 

 

Successive governments continue the policy of returning land to 

Mapuche communities, but these formerly productive lands then 

become non-productive and the communities still live at 

subsistence levels of poverty.  

 

The majority of Mapuche political groups are seeking resolutions 

through peaceful political processes. It is a minority group of 

Mapuche activists who are acting outside the political process with 

violence.  

 

Current estimates are that 55% of the Mapuche in this region are 

Catholics, and 35% are Evangelical Protestants (evangélicos). The 

rest may be secularized or continue adhering to the traditional 

Mapuche worldview, its practices, culture and language. 

 

You may recall that in May of 2014 Dan Buttry did a short three-

day introduction to Conflict Transformation for a group of pastors 

and leaders here. We are going to re-convene that group, simply to 

create occasions for rehearsing what we learned about the way of 

Jesus in that workshop and for mutual support. I believe one  

appropriate response for evangélicos right now is simply to take 

 
the first small steps toward creating a culture of peace among our 

churches. We cannot hope to have influence without making these 

practices our way of viewing the current crisis, and informing 

public statements.  

 

Here are some things impeding the evangélico churches from 

being a significant peacemaking presence: 

• We have no real answer to the accusation of cultural genocide 

because the gospel is not contextualized in the Mapuche 

culture. 

• Evangélicos are unwilling to work together with Catholics to 

play a peacemaking role. 

• Many presume that what is needed are more “proposals” when 

our best work could simply be to create spaces for relationships 

and dialogue between the parties. 

 

We ask for your prayers over the issues in these last two 

paragraphs, and for us, as very small players in this drama, just 

hoping to stimulate an appropriate initiative by evangélico leaders. 

  
To sign up for the Bolicks’ e-mail newsletter please write them at: 

dwight.bolick@internationalministries.org. 


