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Today I had coffee with my friend, Nancy Duarte. I love to have coffee 

with friends on Saturday morning, but this coffee was special. Special 

because we had it in Wheaton, IL!  

 

Nancy is a dear Chilean friend of ours from Temuco. She is a clinical 

psychologist specializing in family systems, and is now the Program 

Director for Family Bridges, a faith-based national organization helping 

Spanish-speaking immigrant families’ transition well into life in the 

United States.  

 

And why are we having coffee? Because Nancy is on the Consulting Team 

of a new endeavor sponsored by One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 

Many of you have asked if it would be possible to expand the Talita 

Cumi Project to other communities, even to the United States. We have 

heard you and felt God’s leading last year as we approached International 

Ministries about doing just that.  

 

But taking a local project to an international scale is a momentous 

undertaking. 

 

So, with funding from One Great Hour of Sharing, we have formed a 

consulting team made up of psychologists from the Thrive Center for 

Human Development at Fuller Theological Seminary, and our friend 

Nancy. We have begun the process of formalizing the Talita Cumi Girl’s 

Club program so it can be replicated in other communities and even 

other countries.  

 

What does this entail? It means a formal review of all the materials we 

have developed, developing a structured mentor training program, 

interviewing participants and leaders of our current program, making 

adjustments, measuring the progress of participants on developmental 

scales over a year, and finally verifying our results.  

 

Oh my, my head hurts! Excuse me while I go hide under the table….. 

 

Ok. My crises of panic come often, but they pass quickly, mostly because 

God has brought qualified, wonderful, generous friends to accompany 

Dwight and me as we pursue this vision that many of you have shared for 

years. 

 

So today after coffee, Nancy and I sat down to get to work. We mapped 

out a plan to develop our mentor training. We reviewed some curriculum, 

shared notes, and hashed out a work plan for the next few months. There 

is so much to be done, but for the first time I can see that it really is a 

possibility. I can’t do it alone. But, God has provided the help I need to  

make it possible. Just like He brought you. 

 

Thank you, dear friends, for being the voice that has called this ministry 

into existence. Please pray for us more fervently than ever as we climb 

this steep road. Rejoice with us, too, as we welcome our new friends from 

Fuller Seminary and Family Bridges to walk alongside us. We thank God 

for you daily and covet your thoughts, prayers and participation in this 

new adventure. If you get a chance, check out the website for the Thrive 

Center for Human Development at Fuller Seminary, 

www.thethrivecenter.org. They are amazing! 

 

To sign up for the Bolicks’ e-mail newsletter please write them at: 

dwight.bolick@internationalministries.org. Or visit their page on the 

International Ministries website: 

http://internationalministries.org/teams/49-bolick. 


