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Following the Calling From Camp to the Mission Field
The Barr Family

It’s a long way from Camp
Tippecanoe to Davao City,
Philippines. Some young Christian
workers who started out as staff
members at ABC-IN/KY summer

camps have used that
experience as a training
ground for the mission
field.
Daniel and Brittany
Barr met at Tippecanoe
Camp in North
Webster, IN, where he
worked as a life guard
and she had a
housekeeping position.
For ten years, they did
anything and everything
from being cabin
leaders, cleaning cabins, washing
dishes to filling in as camp pastor
and more. Since then, they each
graduated from college, and in

2013, they were married.
They both felt the call to work with
youth when they were campers at
Camp Tippy, but never realized
camp would lead to their first
mission field. It was during their
senior year at college, they felt the
call to teach missionary kids
overseas. They moved overseas to
Davao City, Philippines in July of
2014 after Dan had been through
his first year of teaching. Even
though the Lord has called them to
another mission field, Camp Tippy
will always be the first place they felt
called to serve the Lord.
Brittany Henderson also used her
experiences on camp staff as a

training ground for the mission field.
Her summers at Indian Creek camp
eventually led her to Northern
Uganda, where she has been
partnering with a group called
Restoration Gateway to develop a
Christ-centered community focused
on orphan care, health care,
empowerment and ministry.
“Each trip has drawn me closer
and continued to deepen relationships with the children, mothers,
and workers of Restoration
Gateway,” she said. “God has called
me into extending the time that I am
there and to continue developing
and deepening the relationships that
have been formed.”

An “Oasis” for Students at Ball State University
The mission of Oasis Campus
Ministry at Ball State University is to
provide hospitality to students of all
backgrounds, opening its doors as a
home-away-from-home environment.
The ministry seeks to give
spiritual support and guidance
through Christian leadership in an
open and non-judgmental way. At
the heart of this ministry is worship
and prayer. Every Monday night,
students gather to pray and worship

with one another. Afterward, they go
on campus and pray with students.
One of the main goals of Oasis is
to connect with the community of
International students at Ball State
University. For example, they have
hosted a Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinner for 30 International
students. Those gatherings have
opened doors for new friendships to
be made and provided a chance to
share the gospel.
Oasis also seeks to reach out to

the local
community and
build relationships with other
ministries. They
are making
progress uniting
the campus
ministry with
other local
ministries in the city of Muncie. For
example, they regularly serve a
weekly addiction recovery group,

and support the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes at the local high
school.
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ABC-IN/KY Welcomes
Dan Chadwick to Region
Staff
In addition to local
church pastoral experience, Chadwick has
served as a Naval Reserve
chaplain, and is passionate
about the ministry of
church camping. He was
commissioned as an ABC
home missionary when he
served at Anadarko
Christian Center, and has
ministered through several
social service agencies.
His background in
poverty awareness will
serve him well as he
ABC of Indiana and Kentucky is
ministers among IN/KY churches
excited to welcome Rev. Dan
and the concerns of their communiChadwick to the position of Region
ties.
Minister.
Chadwick has three young adult
Chadwick lives in Scottsburg, and daughters: Rev. Jessica Williams,
will primarily serve the churches and Claire Chadwick, and Kolina
leaders in Southern Indiana, and will Chadwick all who live in the metro
work closely with other region
Kansas City area. He enjoys
ministers in the wider ministry of
whittling and woodworking, hunting,
ABC-IN/KY.
and volunteering in various
Following an extensive national
capacities with high school athletic
search process, Chadwick reprograms.
sponded to the call by the region
The search team included three
board to join the regional ministry
southern Indiana pastors: Rev.
team in June.
Steve Allen (Osgood FBC); Rev.
Chadwick is a lifelong American
Marsha Bishop (Bicknell FBC) and
Baptist, serving most recently at
Dr. Darrell James (Culbertson, New
West Union Baptist Church in West Albany), working with Executive
Union, West Virginia. In that
Minister Rev. Soozi Whitten Ford.
position, he developed leadership in
In introducing Chadwick to the
the congregation including the
region board, Darrell James said,
calling and mentoring of two
“Dan brings a breadth of experivolunteer associate pastors.
ence, a welcoming personality and a
Partnering with a suburban ABC
caring demeanor to the task of
church in Overland Park KS, he
region ministry. His ministry gifts
conducted Missional Immersion
and lifestyle match up well with the
Exchange experiences between the congregations of southern Indiana
two churches with the purpose of
and the rest of our region.”
missional training and education
Dan can be reached at
related to anti-poverty ministries.
danchadwick@abc-indiana.org or
(814)-881-6166.

Latino New Church Plant

Pastor Edwin and Yarilis
Montanez have arrived from Puerto
Rico to start a Latino mission in or
near Seymour, Indiana. According to
ABC-IN/KY's Hispanic Ministries
Coordinator, Rev. Jaime Flores,
approximately 11% of the population
of Jackson and Jennings Counties
is Latino with no known Spanishspeaking church. Pastor Edwin has
named the new church Iglesia
Bautista Logos, and hopes to begin

informal worship services soon,
while at the same time, becoming
acquainted with the vicinity. To
support this new ministry, gifts may
be sent to the ABC-IN/KY office
(1350 N. Delaware St.; Indianapolis,
IN 46202), made payable to ABC of
Indiana & Kentucky, indicating "IB
Logos" in the memo line. 100% of
your gifts will support the ministry of
Iglesia Bautista Logos.

Looking to the Future with
Retired Clergy

The retired Ministers and their spouses heard about change and the
future from ABC-USA Board President, Rev. Judy Fackenthal, at a reunion
of American Baptist clergy held in September.
The theme for the event, hosted by Hoosier Village and Baptist Homes of
Indiana, was: “The American Baptist Church: Today and Looking into the
Future.”
Rev. Fackenthal spoke of the many changes
that have and are still taking place in the
organization of our denomination.
Rev. Dr. Joseph Huse, Special Asst. for
Christian Stewardship Development in India,
discussed the four major divisions in the new
organization of International Missions and their
sub-divisions.
The morning session concluded with the
artistry of Jill Birch, who played the piano and
sang with a beautiful soprano voice.
A delicious lunch was served before the
afternoon program began.
The afternoon speaker was Executive Minister
for the ABC-IN/KY region, Rev. Soozi WhittenFord, who spoke on “Ministry and Mission in
ABC-IN/KY.
Rev. Judy Fackenthal

If you would like more information about churches or events described in this issue,
contact Becky Septoski at beckyseptoski@abc-indiana.org or (317) 635 3552 X222.
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ABW FALL CONFERENCES
Week 1 - OCTOBER 16-20
Monday, Oct 16

Program Helps At-Risk Youth Get
On Their Feet By: Janice Mott
The Murrow Indian Children’s
Home in Muskogee, Oklahoma
provides a safe environment for
social and cultural development for
at-risk native American children. But
what happens when they are no
longer children?
Melissa Gunckel is the Director of
the Transition Program for state and
tribal custody native youth who age
out of foster care at 18, and need to
find a place to live on their own.
The youth in this situation often
have no place to go, and will
otherwise become homeless once
they leave Murrow.
The program assists residents in
learning how to live independently
by helping them acquire a job,
teaching them how to save for their
future, and requiring them to budget
their money.
The overall goal of the program is
to guide them toward thinking longterm about their dreams and goals
in life, as well as, what steps they
need to take to achieve them. This
helps them avoid homelessness,
incarceration and/or teen pregnancy, which affects high
percentages of young adult native
Americans.

Although the program is still in its
early stages, it has helped with
finding permanent connections for
youth exiting foster care at age 18
through adult Christian mentors who
agree to be available to the youth
for a set number of hours each
month. They also agree to accept
phone calls if the youth needs
someone to talk to.
The program was started with a
one-time grant of $50,000 from
AT&T, and will not be able to
continue if more funding isn’t
secured. Sustaining the program
means hiring an in-house family
specialist, which also means raising
more money.
State Project Chair, Janice Mott,
urges AB women to consider
donating to the Transition Program
at Murrow Indian Children’s Home.
Help these young people become
successful adults with a bright future
ahead of them.
As of August 31, 2017, $5,759.87
of the goal of $25,000 has been
given.
“Please pray for these youth,
whom God views as His own, to
become more than just a statistic,”
Mott said.

Women’s Day
October 14, 2017
Columbus FBC
“Keys for Service”
See the region website for complete details
and a registration form

ASSOCIATION
Coffee Creek
Evansville
Indianapolis
Salamonie
Union

CHURCH/CITY
Austin FBC
American Baptist East
Greenwood FBC
Warren FBC
Washington FBC

TIME
9:00am
9:30am CST
6:00pm
9:00am
5:30pm

ASSOCIATION
Bedford
Curry’s Prairie
Long Run
Madison
Northeastern

CHURCH/CITY
McDoel BC
Sullivan FBC
Macedonia BC
Madison FBC
Ft. Wayne BC

TIME
10:00am
4:30pm
9:45am
4:30pm
11:30am

ASSOCIATION
Laughery
Sand Creek
White Lick
Friendship
Orleans

CHURCH/CITY
Aurora FBC
Dabney BC
Greencastle FBC
Martinsville FBC
Mt. Pleasant BC, Orleans

TIME
10:00am
4:45pm
9:30am
9:30am
5:15pm

Tuesday, Oct 17

Wednesday, Oct 18

Week 2 - OCTOBER 22-26
Sunday, Oct 22
ASSOCIATION
Northwestern

CHURCH/CITY
LaPorte FBC

TIME
2:30pm CST

ASSOCIATION
Decatur County
Freedom
Logansport
Monticello

CHURCH/CITY
Westport BC
New Market FBC
Bethlehem BC
Monon BC

TIME
4:00pm
10:45am
5:30pm
9:30am

ASSOCIATION
Flat Rock

CHURCH/CITY
Mt. Pisgah BC

TIME
9:30am

ASSOCIATION
Judson

CHURCH/CITY
Hills BC

TIME
4:30pm

ASSOCIATION
Brownstown
Harmony

CHURCH/CITY
Tampico BC
Anderson FBC

TIME
5:00pm
11:00am

Monday, Oct 23

Tuesday, Oct 24
Wednesday, Oct 25
Thursday, Oct 26

ABW Girls PJ Party
and Girls Day
October 13-14, 2017
Columbus FBC
See the region website for complete details
and a registration form

If you would like more information about churches or events described in this issue,
contact Becky Septoski at beckyseptoski@abc-indiana.org or (317) 635 3552 X222.
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Expanding Mission
Region Churches Reach Out Through Back-to-School Ministries
Bluffton BC - Good News Shoes
For the past three years, Bluffton
FBC has purchased and distributed free
shoes to local students returning to
school.
On August 12, the church handed out
a record 209 pairs of new shoes. Brian
Fuller is a team leader for this mission
endeavor that Bluffton FBC has dubbed
“Good News Shoes”. Fuller said, “We
don’t want any student in our county or
surrounding area going back to school
wearing old or worn out shoes.”
The church has applied for a Matthew
25 Grant through the ABC-USA for use
in the August 2018 shoe distribution.
Their goal for 2018 is to give 250 pairs
of shoes.

Columbus FBC - A Good Start to the School Year

Martinsville FBC - Donates School Supplies

Martinsville FBC helped students get
a good start to their school year by
donating school supplies. Their hopes
are that the gift will grow into a
relationship with members and students.
Church members or families chose
names of children to sponsor, and on
July 23, 41 children were presented with
school supplies for the start of the

school year. An ice cream social was
held for the children as well.
Each sponsor and child exchanged
photos of each other. This allows the
child to remember who is sponsoring
them, and also, allows the sponsor to
remember who they will be praying for
during the year.

Martinsville FBC - Welcomes the Colorguard!

Columbus FBC lends a hand each
school year to help give their school
community a good start.
On the day of the first teacher’s
gathering, a team of folks from
Columbus FBC deliver gift bags full of
ITEMS the teachers might have to
purchase with their own funds.
Gift bags are also given to all school
personnel that attend the church. It
takes time and effort to accomplish this
ministry. “Super Shopper” Grace
Marshall shops at multiple locations for
the contents of the 75 bags that are
prepared. After Grace has purchased
the items, a group of volunteers
prepares the bags and delivers them to

the classrooms. The teachers,
administrators and aides are all very
appreciative.
Later that evening, the church
provides a hospitality table for parents,
children and others at a school open
house. They serve lemonade and water
plus a lot of cookies! Information
regarding the church is given to those
attending.
Many have expressed appreciation,
and some have even said the hospitality
table is the best part of the open house!
The Principal, Mr. Sprong, always stops
by for a cup of lemonade, and
expresses his appreciation for what the
church does for the school.

Because Martinsville High School
does not have a space for the Color
Guard to practice, Martinsville FBC
allows them to practice at the church
two evenings a week. In return, Color
Guard members help with the pizza
stand operated by the adult Sunday
School classes each year at the county

fair. The money raised is used for
different missions throughout the next
year.
Thankful for the help of the Color
Guard, some people in the church
decided to welcome them back on their
first night of practice with a welcome
sign plus ice cream and cookies.

If you would like more information about churches or events described in this issue,
contact Becky Septoski at beckyseptoski@abc-indiana.org or (317) 635 3552 X222.
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Expanding Mission
VBS at Center Square BC and New Liberty BC

During July of this year, the Vacation
Bible School of New Liberty and Center
Square Baptist Churches used ABC
International Ministries as their mission
project.
This group of young people and adult
helpers collected $450.00 to provide
pigs for kids in Haiti and goats for

families in Burundi, East Africa. The
group may not be large in number,
however, their hearts are very big. Last
year, the group provided 5 goats to
families in Africa. The young people
have enthusiastically embraced helping
children in other countries learn about
Christ and the love of others.

Pool Party Outreach - Fun for All
A cool idea for a hot day led to a firstrate community outreach for Madison
FBC. In late July, the church rented the
public pool in Madison for two hours and
hosted a free community swim.
“Our praise team played music, and
we served hot dogs, chips, cookiesand
water,” said Interim Pastor Dennis

Bickers. “We also gave out several gift
certificates in the form of a drawing.”
Best estimates put the crowd in
attendance at approximately 575
people, in addition to the many workers
from the church.
“It was a very good outreach into the
community,” Bickers said.

Hayden BC Youth Make Friendship Bags

Equipping Leaders
Harold Carter Celebrates Sixty Years in Ministry
Over two hundred people gathered in
July to celebrate Pastor Harold Carter’s
60th year of ministry. Carter has served
twelve different churches throughout his
ministry, and members from several of
those churches joined in the celebration.
The celebration began with morning
worship at Sandcreek BC, and continued in
the afternoon at Southeastern Baptist
Youth Camp near Westport, IN, where
Pastor Carter served as Dean of junior and
senior camps for eleven years.
Carter’s son, Kent, led a “roast” of his
Harold Carter baptizes Neil Sullivan
father in which he shared fond memories,
and funny stories about Carter and life as a preacher’s kid. Others in attendance
also shared memories, testimonies, and expressed thanks and gratitude for the role
Pastor Carter had in their lives.
Carter thanked his wife, Emmogene, for being his partner throughout their
ministry together.
The celebration culminated with the baptism of Neil Sullivan from Sandcreek BC
in the camp swimming pool. It was a beautiful, fun-filled day celebrating a man who
has dedicated his life to the Lord’s service, and the impact and reach of that work
was abundantly clear.

Lisa Williams Hood - New Pastor at Lafayette FBC
Rev. Lisa Williams Hood is the new senior pastor
of FBC Lafayette, IN. Lisa is a graduate of Baylor
University’s Truett Theological Seminary (M.Div
2005) and the University of Georgia (ABJ
2002). She previously served as minister of youth &
children at FBC Forest City, NC, and was ordained
by FBC Knoxville, TN in 2007. Lisa is married to
Matt Hood, a Crawfordsville, IN native.

Participants: (L-R) Jo B., Lydia R., Logan B., Ella H.
and Kaydee R. Not pictured were Kaitlynn W. & Sam H.

Kory Ferree Called as Pastor at New Prospect BC

The Hayden BC Youth and Children’s
Sunday School Class collected over 860
items and 5 pounds of hard candy to
make ‘Friendship Bags’. They delivered
them to the Domestic Violence Shelter
in North Vernon, IN.
Terri Ketterling, Sunday School
teacher and Youth Leader, spoke with a
victim of domestic violence, and was
told that many times when victims are
finally able to escape, they leave without

taking any personal items. She
explained that even common toiletry
items are very much needed and
appreciated.
The Youth collected personal hygeine
items, hair accessories, tissue,
deodorant, socks, blankets, gum and
candy. They also received a generous
donation of 50 Bibles. The children were
excited to be able to put together and
deliver 50 bags of items!

Rev. Kory Ferree was recently welcomed as the
pastor of New Prospect Baptist Church near
Bloomington.
Kory and his wife, Shanna, have three children:
Jordin, five; Jackson, three; and baby Joshua, two
months.
Kory enjoys serving the Lord with all age
groups. The congregation appreciates his ability to
inject humor and creativity into the worship
services, while using engaging preaching topics
with life applications.
Kory completed his undergraduate studies in
Pastoral Theology at Indiana Baptist College in
Dupont, IN. Currently, he is pursuing interdisciplinary studies at Maranatha Baptist
University, Watertown, Wisconsin.

If you would like more information about churches or events described in this issue,
contact Becky Septoski at beckyseptoski@abc-indiana.org or (317) 635 3552 X222.

PAGE 6

Empowering Churches

Miami BC Celebrates 175 Years
Miami BC had an eventful day on
July 23, as they celebrated 175
years of ministry with a worship
service, lunch and an afternoon
concert. Members past and present
gathered for an observance with the
theme, “Freedom to Worship”.
Beginning with worship, the
combined VBS group from the
Karen BC and Miami BC demonstrated what they had learned about
freedom in God.
Region Minister, Bruce Cochran,
presented the congregation with a
certificate of recognition from the

American Baptist Historical Society.
Balloons were launched following
the morning worship service, and
pizza was served immediately after.
The weekend’s festivities included
work on Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes, plus a fish fry and
barbecue dinner. Special thanks to
Tyson for the donation of the
barbecue!
The celebration was featured on
the local Lafayette news channel,
WLFI-18. The story can be seen at:
http://www.wlfi.com/story/35950818/
cass-county-church-celebrates175th-anniversary.

Amo Friends Church Donates Building

Mill Creek BC Enjoys Celebration of 100th
Anniversary
Mill Creek BC of Mill Creek, IN
celebrated their 100th Anniversary
during the weekend of September
8-10, 2017. On Friday evening, a
time capsule was opened. Rev. Ray
King and Dr. Scott, as well as, many
members and friends of the church
spoke and shared memories.
On Saturday, Rev. Ron Devenport
spoke, and the Southern Gospel
Group the Northman and Cathy,
provided special music.
On Sunday, a new time capsule
was buried. The children in the
church led the majority of the
devotional portion of the service.

Rev. Soozi Whitten-Ford presents Scotty
Robertson with 100th anniversary certificate

A new Bible for the altar was
dedicated. Rebecca Scott and Rev.
Soozi Whitten-Ford spoke during
the service.

FBC of Decatur Celebrates Vision Sunday

In the language of the Society of
Friends, to “lay down” is to end
when the work is completed. The
Amo Friends Church was “laid
down” in February, however, it will
continue to benefit the citizens of
the town.
Beginning in 1881, the Friends
Church has a long history in and
near the town of Amo. In 1883, a
new meetinghouse was completed
in the town of Amo.
When the congregation decided it

Organist for 65 Years

was time to “lay down” the meeting
and close the church, they donated
the building to Amo FBC. Plans are
underway to use the building as a
food pantry.
Many of the members at the
closing of the Amo Friends Church
were descendants of the original
founders, and while the meeting has
ended, their work, like that of their
forefathers, will continue to benefit
others through the ministry of Amo
FBC and Pastor Shelly A Zook.

On Sunday,
September 10, First
Baptist Church of
Decatur celebrated
and affirmed that
they are ”A
Family…Sharing
Jesus, Sharing the
Joy, Making God’s
Glory Known in the
World.”
The worship service and picnic
was the culmination of a process in
which their members have sought
God’s will to discover how they are
being called to live out the Great
Commission (Matthew 28:19).
Through prayer, scripture study and
a discernment process, the church
discovered their strengths, core
values and challenges. They were
able to affirm where they were
already living out their values and
discover new areas where God may

By: Phyllis Goodyear

be leading them to minister.
The pastor of the church is
Whitney West. Those present at the
celebration included church
members, Phyllis Goodyear (ABCIN/KY Region Minister) and guests
from the community. Phyllis
coached the church through the
process and brought words of
affirmation during the worship
service. Recorded greetings from
Thailand (Kyle and Debby Witmer)
were a highlight of the worship
service.

Rowena Tetley Gullion has been
an organist at Emmanuel BC for 65
years. Her husband, Fred Gullion,
has been the song leader for 25
years. We thank Rowena for her
faithful service.

If you would like more information about churches or events described in this issue,
contact Becky Septoski at beckyseptoski@abc-indiana.org or (317) 635 3552 X222.
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Empowering Churches
Columbus FBC Bids Farewell to David Doles

Senior Adult Day
Thursday, October 12
Hosted By:
Lebanon BC
6862 N St Road 59
Linton, IN 47441
“Overseeing and Enjoying God’s Creation”
Registrations due Monday, October 2

On Sunday, August 27, the
congregation at Columbus FBC said
good-bye to Rev. David Doles, his
wife, Amy, and daughters, Hannah
and Kaitlyn. Rev. Doles has
accepted a call to The Federated
Church in Brookston, IN.
Kip Wright, the chair of the
personnel committee, gave Dave a

gift of Starbucks gift cards. Senior
Pastor Dan Cash, called the church
council forward to have a prayer of
commissioning as the church said
good-bye.
The church wishes Dave and
Amy a blessed ministry with the
people at Brookston. They will be
missed, but it is understood he is
following a call from God.

For complete details and registration go to:
www.abc-indiana.org
REMINDER:
October Is Pastor Appreciation Month
Take a moment to express your appreciation to your pastor!!

Seymour FBC News and Notes
On a Sunday evening in
August, Guy Penrod brought
his “Pray About Everything”
tour to their sanctuary and a
near-capacity crowd. It was
Penrod’s second time performing at Seymour FBC.
On a Saturday in August, the
church hosted a community
FunFest. This free event
featured games, activities, an
obstacle course, slide, bounceCommunity FunFest
houses, free food, prizes and
more. There was fun for the
whole family, including live
Pictured below:
music, a school uniform swap
Mike Lyon,
and lots of fellowship. Over 700
Family Life
members of the community
Pastor
attended throughout the day.
The event was hosted and
organized by the board of
missions and evangelism.
Seymour FBC recently
welcomed two new pastors to
its staff. Pastor Nathan Parker
will serve as pastor of worship
and media, and Pastor Mike Lyon Pictured above:
Nathan Parker, Worship
will be pastor of family life.
& Media Pastor

Article Submission
Deadline for the
January, February,
March 2018 Issue
of The Baptist Observer
is Friday,
December 1, 2017
In all things
give thanks
1 Thessalonians 5:18
The staff of ABC-IN/KY wishes
each of you a Happy
Thanksgiving and a blessed
holiday season.

If you would like more information about churches or events described in this issue,
contact Becky Septoski at beckyseptoski@abc-indiana.org or (317) 635 3552 X222.
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COMING EVENTS
OCTOBER
ABW Fall Conferences - see schedule on Page 3

10 - Region Staff Mtg.
12 - Senior Adult Day
13-14 - ABGirls PJ Party and Girls Day
14 - ABWomen’s Day
15 - CLI Graduation Service
21 - CLI at Franklin College

NOVEMBER
2 - Finance Committee Mtg.
6 - Personnel Committee Mtg.
10 - Region Board Mtg.
11 - CLI at Franklin College
14 - Region Staff Mtg.

DECEMBER
2 - CLI - Franklin College
12 - Region Staff Mtg.
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