
DESCRIPTION FOR EACH CLASS TOPIC 
 

 
C101-Spiritual Formation 
Spiritual formation is the development of a living, breathing relationship with God, who intentionally created 

humankind with relational capacity.  The purpose of this class is to develop skills that will nurture and aid the 

growth of the student’s lifelong relationship with God.  The objective of this class is to produce within the 

student a life that draws strength and connectedness through the Holy Spirit to enhance his/her own life and 

touch the lives of others for the glory of Christ. 

 
C102- Introduction to the Old Testament 
Introduction to the Old Testament introduces students to the history, literature, and theology of the  

thirty-nine books known to Christians as The Old Testament and to Jews as the Hebrew Bible (or Torah).  It 

provides a beginning understanding of the Old Testament story as well as a basic grasp of the contents, 

setting, and occasion of these thirty-nine books. It will be taught from a perspective that affirms the divine 

inspiration of the writers in their own time period and the spiritual illumination of the reader (student) today. 

 
C103- Introduction to the New Testament 

The primary goal of this class experience is for participants to acquire and develop skills 

necessary to understand the Bible at a deeper level.  Introduction to the New Testament introduces 

students to the history, Jewish and Hellenistic background, language, literature, and theology of the twenty-

seven books known to Christians as The New Testament.  It provides a beginning understanding of the New 

Testament story as well as a basic grasp of the contents, setting, and occasion of these twenty-seven books. 

This class will be taught from a perspective that affirms the divine inspiration of the writers in their own time 

period and the spiritual illumination of the reader (student) today.  The primary goal of this class 

experience is for participants to acquire and develop skills necessary to understand the Bible at 

a deeper level. 

 
C104-Introduction to Theology 
This theology class will enable you to define what you mean by “theology”.  You will engage with classmates 

in discussing doctrines of Christian belief and ways we communicate our faith, and respond to challenges of 

faith in the twenty-first century.  We will also explore some contemporary issues of life, and how we 

approach them in the light of what we believe–how we “do faith.” 

 
C105-ABC & Church History 
This class is intended to help students to look at the early beginnings of Baptist life against the backdrop of 

the larger church and to trace the influence of these early beginnings in Baptist life today. It is hoped that each 

student will become more knowledgeable about the ecclesial, theological, sociological, and political 

understandings of American Baptist Churches, USA and  ABC IN/KY.  It is anticipated they will make an 

effort to translate this increased knowledge of American Baptists into effective participation in their local 

church and their Association of American Baptist Churches along with the wider ministry of their Region and 

National denomination.  There will be a strong focus on the meaning and application of individual Baptist 

Principles. 

 
C106-American Baptist Mission, Evangelism & Stewardship 

• To increase understanding and appreciation for American Baptist mission and evangelism regionally, 

nationally and internationally. 

• To focus on biblical financial stewardship as the monetary foundation of American Baptist mission 

and as one focal point of one’s discipleship. 



C107-Teaching the Bible 
Teaching the Bible introduces students to the teaching/learning process, human development as related to 

teaching/learning, various methods to share the biblical information and the concept that learning is change.  

The class is based upon the Great Commission and the letters of Paul. 

 
C108-Leadership 
This introductory class on leadership will focus on an exploration of leadership theory and practices for 

today’s church.  Participants will be exposed to a variety of Biblical and contemporary leadership styles and 

understandings, and will work toward the goal of determining their own approach to leadership roles in life, 

and especially in a Christian ministry context.   

 
C201-Christian Education & Nurture  
Christian Education and Christian Nurture will explore the purpose and practice of Christian Education in 

the congregational context and explore emerging issues Christian Educators need to consider as they plan and 

implement educational ministry within and outside their congregation. 

 
C202a-Introduction to Biblical Preaching 
This class provides students with a basic understanding of the theology and history of preaching, while 

helping them learn the processes and skills required to develop and preach both expository and topical 

sermons that are grounded in scripture. 

 
C202b-Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry will examine the purpose of youth ministry within the congregational 

context; explore how the stages of faith intersect with the progression of cognitive and physical adolescent 

development; examine youth culture in modern America and its effect on spiritual development and 

worldview; and explore how to build and maintain a healthy and vibrant youth ministry.   

 
C203-Introduction to Christian Worship 
This class will provide students with an introduction to Christian worship.  Class participants will explore the 

nature of Christian worship by examining the heritage of a variety of worship traditions and some of the 

contemporary issues around worship in the church today.   The class will provide an opportunity for students 

to reflect upon and experiment with worship design and leadership in their own ministry context.   

 
C204-Congregational Care 
This class is designed for those who desire to be supportive of persons in times of crisis. It is particularly 

helpful to those who provide pastoral care with congregations, serve as deacons or are engaged in visitation 

ministries.  It will include helping students to learn appropriate boundaries, learn & practice active listening 

skills, develop skills to use in visiting & caring for those in need, identify when and how to refer persons for 

additional help and develop care resources.  

 
C205-Personal & Family Care 
This class experience is intended to assist students maintain balance in their personal, professional and family 

lives.  It will explore the challenges related to ministry today, time management and goal setting; along with 

how ministry impacts the family of those in ministry and ways individuals can contribute towards a healthy 

family.  The experience will also examine the importance of continuing education and personal growth.   

 

 

 

 



WORKSHOPS: 
 

How to Study and Write 
A half day workshop in which students will be guided through the process of previewing and reading a book 

for comprehension and understanding, taking notes and locating main points in their reading. Review with 

basic writing skills including constructing, planning and generating ideas for a basic paper along with helping 

students construct clearer sentences.  It will also help students to feel more at ease with the studying and 

learning process by enhancing their ability to understand the various texts used in their courses as well.  It 

will give them more confidence in approaching and completing the assignments they are given in class and it 

will help them to interact more fully with course content. 

 
Pastoral Essentials 
A half day workshop to share the dos, don'ts, preparation and pitfalls of performing weddings, baptisms, 

communion, and funerals. 
  

Objectives: 

• Provide theological, biblical context to perform such services while respecting the local church 

constitution and traditions.  

• Help students identify and communicate their beliefs in regard to these services and to learn how to 

use that within the context of the host church. 

• Provide examples and handouts with step-by-step procedures on how to minister in these situations.  

• Identify potential problem areas in advance so the student can more adequately prepare. 

• Provide the opportunity for the students to share experiences that would be beneficial to their fellow 

students.  

 
Healthy Boundaries  
Understanding boundaries can help ministry leaders manage the difficulties inherent in the role of  
clergy and/or spiritual leaders.  Knowledge of what is appropriate, what is not, and whether an action is in the 
best interest of congregants or students can help clergy, church leaders and teachers avoid possible boundary 
violations.  
 

Level 1: A one-day workshop and an introduction to the concepts of boundaries in pastoral, teaching and 
other ministry relationships. 
 

Level 2: A half-day workshop with a deeper discussion of boundary concepts that requires the Level 1 
workshop as a prerequisite.  This experience includes helping participants to apply boundaries to specific life 
situations such as: internet technology, social media, finances, sexual attraction and self-care. 

  

 
  

 

  

 

 


