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BOLICK

Barb and Dwight are on a special 
assignment, based currently in College 
Station, Texas.

Barb is completing a PhD in Youth 
Development, in order to make the Talita 
Cumi Girls’ Clubs Project both evidence-
based and effective. She is introducing the 

Girls’ Clubs in Bolivia, and continues supporting the program in Chile, as she provides 
mentor training and contextualized written materials.

Dwight is training partners in Central America in rainwater harvesting, installing model 
systems, and encouraging the use of this water-collection method in addressing the 
severe water crises throughout the region.
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Barb & Dwight  
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CHILE

ABOUT

Dwight meeting with the Volcancitos community 
in Guatemala, whose water sources are damaged 
by a foreign mining company. Talking about 
rainwater harvesting and beekeeping.

Pray for Barb’s studies and work preparing 
materials and training for Girls’ Clubs 
mentors, and for the introduction of Girls’ 
Clubs in Bolivia. 

Pray for our sons, Jack (in university) and 
William (entering high school), that they 
might adapt to and thrive in their lives in 
the U.S.

Pray for Dwight’s work in rainwater 
harvesting training, that lives might be 
changed and people empowered to 
provide for their needs and care for 
creation, and also that resources would be 
provided for travel.

Pray for our continued support of and 
connection to ministries in Chile.
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Chile

Dwight’s colleague Ricardo Mayol invited 
him to support a project, Water for All, 
which is strengthening communities to 
protect their water sources. Dwight’s 
part is to introduce rainwater harvesting, 
installing model systems in four countries, 
so that people can gain more ownership of 
their own water systems.

In Guatemala, the activities of a foreign 
mining company contaminated the entire 
watershed. Springs are now poisoned 
with arsenic and cadmium. Landowners 
are cutting down trees, which contributes 
to the depletion of underground water 
systems. Local communities organized 
nonviolent resistance over the past two 
years, blocking roads to mine trucks. 
Although mining is now suspended, the 
damage lingers.

We decided the best place to introduce 
rainwater harvesting is a local school. It 
will be accessible, a place to learn and 
replicate the system in their own homes.

In ancient Israel, the good life, Shalom, 
was often described as a time when you 
could “eat from your own vine and your 
own fig tree and drink water from your 
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own cistern” (Isaiah 36:16). Cisterns were 
for collecting rainwater. 

But the Bible also refers to “broken 
cisterns” (Jeremiah 2:13). That’s when we 
forget God, the source of Living Water, 
and neglect or damage our capacity to 
collect and live off the water he provides.

So, for us, rainwater harvesting as part 
of the mission of the good news of the 
kingdom of God, is first worship, and then 
love of neighbor and equipping the saints 
for service.

“Yet he has not left himself without 
testimony: He has shown kindness by 
giving you rain from heaven and crops in 
their seasons; he provides you with plenty 
of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 

Acts 14:17 (NIV)
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