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Together on God’s Abundant Journey

Have you ever found yourself unfulfilled, lonely and
potentially lacking purpose? Maybe you have convinced
yourself you couldn’t have a purpose, definitely not one
that’s worthwhile. You might feel too young, too old or
unqualified. You may have convinced yourself that only
women can care for children and serve in children’s
ministry or that only men can preach and teach. 

Thankfully, we serve a God who is greater than these
beliefs. We find throughout scripture that God calls the
unsuspecting to serve in mighty ways. 

One example of this is the kids’ song that says, “Our God is
so big, so strong and so mighty; there’s nothing our God
cannot do.” It reminds us that God’s power is made
perfect in weakness. Through His strength, there is
nothing that cannot be done. 

God calls Moses, a man with a speech impediment, to
command Pharaoh to set the Israelites free. Deborah
leads a nation through a time of war, utilizing great
strategy and skill. David, a lowly shepherd boy, becomes
king. 

Continued on second page --->

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak,
then I am strong.
2 Corinthians 12:9-10

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should
go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of
Egypt?” And God said, “I will be with you. And
this will be the sign to you that it is I who have
sent you: When you have brought the people out
of Egypt, you will worship God on this
mountain.”
Exodus 3:11-12

Barak said to her, “If you go with me, I will go;
but if you don’t go with me, I won’t go.”
“Certainly I will go with you,” said Deborah. “But
because of the course you are taking, the honor
will not be yours, for the Lord will deliver Sisera
into the hands of a woman.” So Deborah went
with Barak to Kedesh.
Judges 4:8-9

So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you
have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse
answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel
said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he
arrives.”
1 Samuel 16:11
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In the New Testament, Jesus comes to Earth as an
infant. He is born in a stable, and through the fulfillment
of many prophesies, is Savior of the world. 

He performs many miracles, healing the lives of children,
who in that time would have been discarded by society.
He uses a child’s sack lunch to feed 5,000.

After His resurrection, He reveals himself first to
women, commanding them to go and spread the good
news to the disciples. Those disciples were outcasts of
society. They weren’t people who would’ve been picked
first by any ruler or king. Those same disciples go on to
commend the ministry of numerous women. 

We might wonder from time to time, “Could God really
want to use me?” The answer is He already does! God
desperately wants to use each of us to further His
kingdom. 

The Great Commission applies to each of us, not just the
well-educated or those with a platform. God calls each
of us to use our spiritual gifts to benefit the spread of
the gospel and evangelize.

We greatly minimize the effectiveness of the Gospel
when we choose to only allow it to be shared by those
we deem worthy. The more unworthy someone feels to
share the Gospel, the greater the testimony. 

Are you allowing your earthly abilities to limit God’s
heavenly desires? Where is God calling you to spread the
Gospel? How can you use your gifts to fulfill the Great
Commission? 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to
be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them.
Luke 2:6-7

“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two
small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was
plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about
five thousand men were there). Jesus then took the
loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who
were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same
with the fish.
John 6:9-11

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I
know that you are looking for Jesus, who was
crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.
Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly
and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and
is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see
him.’ Now I have told you.” So the women hurried
away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran
to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them.
“Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his
feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do
not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee;
there they will see me.”
Matthew 28:5-10

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the
church in Cenchreae.
Romans 16:1

The churches in the province of Asia send you
greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the
Lord, and so does the church that meets at their
house.
1 Corinthians 16:19
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Bible in a Year Plan
Check out Tara-Leigh Cobble’s The Bible Recap  for more info and reflection questions.

Date:

July 1

July 2          

July 3             

July 4                 

July 5               

July 6        

July 7                         

July 8                                       

July 9                              

July 10   

July 11     

July 12   

July 13    

July 14  

July 15

July 16

Scripture:

Obadiah 1, Psalms 82 + 83

2 Kings 1-4

2 Kings 5-8

2 Kings 9-11

2 Chronicles 24, 2 Kings 12 + 13

2 Chronicles 25, 2 Kings 14

Jonah 1-4

2 Chronicles 26, 2 Kings 15

Isaiah 1-4 

Isaiah 5-8 

Amos 1-5

Amos 6-9

2 Chronicles 27, Isaiah 9-12

Micah 1-7

2 Chronicles 28, 2 Kings 16 + 17

Isaiah 13-17

Date:

July 17

July 18

July 19

July 20

July 21

July 22

July 23

July 24

July 25

July 26

July 27

July 28

July 29

July 30

July 31

Scripture:

Isaiah 18-22

Isaiah 23-27

2 Chronicles 29-31, 2 Kings 18, Psalm 48

Hosea 1-7

Hosea 8-14

Isaiah 28-30

Isaiah 31-34

Isaiah 35+36

Isaiah 37-39, Psalm 76

Isaiah 40-43

Isaiah 44-48

2 Kings 19, Psalms 46, 80, 135

Isaiah 49-53

Isaiah 54-58

Isaiah 59-63
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Spiritual Disciplines: Silence
What is Silence?
Answering this question feels a little ironic to me.
Explaining what silence is by filling more space seems
counterintuitive. Silence is the absence of noise. We find
silence when we turn off the noise of life, quiet our
minds (and our mouths), and simply sit in the presence
of God.
Why Should You Practice Prayer?
Earlier this month I attended the Gen Z and Preaching
Conference at Green Lake Conference Center.
Participants had the opportunity to participate in a
roundtable discussion and ask Gen Z their perspective
regarding many church-related issues. One of the
participants asked about spiritual disciplines: “What
spiritual disciplines do you connect with the most and
which ones are uncomfortable?” Almost everyone at the
table had the same answer: silence and solitude were
difficult to practice. However, they also shared that they
find the greatest benefit from practicing solitude and
silence.

This, of course, isn’t surprising. In a world of constant
noise with thousands of things pulling at our attention,
it’s hard to sit in silence. For Gen Z, they’ve never known
life without their devices. It was never modeled for them
how to sit and just be. 

Additionally, the mental health epidemic adds another
layer to the difficulty of silence. Generations are learning
that to sit in silence means to be confronted by
thoughts of anxiety and depression that are better to
avoid. The point of silence in the context of a Spiritual
Discipline isn’t to confront every problem and thought.

How Can You Practice Silence?
What I observed as Gen Z answered this question was
that some of them mentioned ways they help usher in
their time of silence. Turning on worship music and
knowing there is a safe person nearby to turn to if
thoughts run wild are two ways they try to find peace
in their silence.

Writing this as someone who is Gen Z, I notice my
habit to run from silence. When I experience silence,
it’s usually because my phone is dead. Rarely is it an
intentional time to sit with Jesus. 

Practicing silence should be an intentional moment of
sitting at the feet of Jesus. There shouldn’t be hurry,
stress, or a desire to run from this silence. Silence with
God is holy. And His holiness is best found when we
put our lives aside and simply sit still with no noise,
asking God to reveal Himself to us.

Scriptures to Study:
Psalm 16

A Psalm to usher in silence and recognize God’s
presence.

Ecclesiastes 3:7
Teaches us there is a time for silence.

Mark 1:35, Luke 5:16, Matthew 14:23
The Gospels emphasize that Jesus spent time
in lonely places, to pray and sit in silence.
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Date Event Location Time

July 2 Bethel Association Pastors
Mission BBQ

1213 Veterans Pkwy., Clarksville
11:30 AM

July 3 Region Office Closed

July 6 Northeast Central Pastors
Culver’s 

6386 S. Scatterfield Rd., Anderson
6:00 PM

July 9 Judson Association Pastors
Olive Garden

4015 S. LaFountain, Kokomo
12:00 PM

July 11 Gen Z Worship Night
Veale Creek Baptist Church

1702 E.150 S. 257, Washington
6:30 PM

July 13 Laughery Association Pastors
Versailles Baptist Church

228 S. Washington St., Versailles
10:00 AM

July 13 Coffee Creek Association Pastors﻿
Denny’s

175 S. Honeyrun Pkwy., Scottsburg
1:00 PM

July 14 Evansville Association Pastors
The Rooster’s Den

3988 Haley Dr., Evansville,
12:00 PM

CST

July 16 Orleans Association Pastors
El Compadre Mexican Restaurant

300 E. Main St., Paoli
12:00 PM

July 16 Martinsville Area Pastors
Zions Hill Baptist Church

5050 Turkey Track Rd., Martinsville
2:00 PM

July 19-25 FABM Church Musicians Conference
Green Lake Conference Center

W2511 State Road 23, Green Lake, WI
 

July 22
North Pastors

Pastor Lester Jeffries, convener
Vinatelli’s

615 Annette Dr., Markle
12:00 PM

July 23 Madison Association Pastors
Hinkle’s Sandwich Shop

204 W Main St., Madison
8:30 AM

July 28 Flat Rock and Decatur Pastors
FBC Columbus

3300 Fairlawn Dr., Columbus
2:00 PM

Generations 

July Events around the Region
Please note all times are listed in EST unless otherwise stated. 
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2026 Biennial Information
Presenter: Dale Sellers
Dale Sellers has been in ministry for 44 years. He and his
wife Gina have been married for 44 years. They have
three daughters, two sons-in-law, and three awesome
grandchildren! He launched Dale Sellers Leadership, Inc.
in March 2014 to assist organizations in leadership,
inspiration, and evangelism. Dale became a ministry
consultant for The Unstuck Group in April 2017 with a
focus on helping small churches. In July 2018, he
accepted the position as Executive Director of the
95Network, a non-profit ministry designed to help small
to medium-sized churches through Content,
Connections, Consulting, Coaching, and Conferences.
Dale signed with David C Cook Publishing and released
his first book, “STALLED: Hope & Help for Pastors Who
Thought They'd Be There By Now,” in September 2020.

Theme & Session Topics: 
Courageous Unity is built upon understanding Biblical
courage and the Lord’s heart for unity. This
understanding will be the foundation of each session as
we build a united house by creating practical steps to
accomplish our goals.

Session 1 - To have Courageous Unity in Missions, we
must first understand our Mission. Missions are the
avenues through which we carry out our mission locally,
nationally, and internationally. The bedrock of impactful
and sustainable missions is grounded in understanding
the mission before we engage in missions.

Session 2 – Courageous Unity in Leadership is built
around a clearly defined leadership pathway within each
local church. Each step of the leadership pathway is a
building block designed to create mature, stable,
integrity-focused, and community-focused leaders.
These steps include identifying, encouraging,
developing, and supporting potential leaders into
confident leaders through equipping.

Session 3 – Courageous Unity Across Generations
requires that we take a fresh look at how we view the
next generations. For far too long, the young within
our congregations have been viewed as the “church of
tomorrow.” Yet, in fact, they are actually the “church of
today!” We will explore how to effectively hand off our
ministry through four building principles designed to
ensure a successful transfer.

Session 4 – Courageous Unity Through Conflict and
Change is predicated on the understanding that all
change within the local church inevitably is
accompanied by conflict. Many of our churches in
America today spend more time talking about what
Jesus did in the church yesterday instead of celebrating
what He’s doing today. We will highlight eight
principles developed to turn conflict into a unified
vision for impactful community connection. 7
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Save the date for these upcoming events!
Looking Ahead

Youth Leader Zooms
August 4 and October 6 at 7:00 PM 
Contact Kristi Jones for more info.

IM World Missions Conference 
July 29-31
Rosen Plaza Hotel
(9700 International Dr. Orlando, FL)

FABM (Church Musicians) Conference
July 19-25
Green Lake Conference Center
(W2511 SR 23 Green Lake, WI)
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Creativity in Preaching Lab
August 17-21
Green Lake Conference Center
(W2511 SR 23 Green Lake, WI)

Region Biennial
October 2-3
Greater Hope Christian Church
1228 Lodge Ave. Evansville, IN

Please note:  The Gen Z Worship Night begins at 6:30 PM EST.
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This newsletter was created and written by Clara Thompson, clarathompson@abc-indiana.org.
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We are grateful to these sister churches who have given to the Region Offering in
the month of May to support the Ministry of the Region. (Please note that fiscal
months do not follow a regular calendar.) 

Avoca Missionary Baptist Church
Clayton First Baptist Church
Crooked Creek Baptist Church
Dabney Baptist Church
Deer Creek Baptist Church
Emmanuel Baptist Church
First Baptist Church of Bedford
First Baptist Church of Bicknell
First Baptist Church of Bloomfield
First Baptist Church of Columbus
First Baptist Church of Decatur
First Baptist Church of Fort Wayne
First Baptist Church of Milan
First Baptist Church of Monticello
First Baptist Church of Jeffersonville
First Baptist Church of Peru
First Baptist Church of Plainfield
First Baptist Church of Rochester
First Baptist Church of Warren

Greencastle First Baptist Church
Hayden Baptist Church
Hope First Baptist Church
Kimberlin Creek Baptist Church
Lebanon Baptist Church
Macedonia Baptist Church
Meadowbrook Baptist Church
Miami Baptist Church
New Marion Baptist Church
Oak Grove Baptist Church
Oakdale Baptist Church
Tampico Baptist Church
Tea Creek Baptist Church
Tell City First Baptist Church
Versailles Baptist Church
Westport Baptist Church
West Maple Street Baptist Church
Zotung Christian Church

July and August are the usual Region Offering collection months.
However, gifts are welcomed throughout the year.

2026 Region Offering promotional resources will be included in upcoming
IN/KY E-newsletters, on social media and the Region website.

Please be watching for them!
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